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God is the Lord which hath ſteued us 
light ; bind the ſacrifice with coras, 
even unto the horns of the altar. 


HIS is a Pſalm of David; and it 
| n appears to have been penned by him, 
in the way of grateful acknowlege- 

ment to God, for ſome remarkable delive- 
rance, which, He had granted him from the 
hands of his enemies, who had been almoſt 
ready to deſtroy him, and over-run the king- 
dom of Iſrael. All nations compaſſed me 
about, ſays he, but in the name of the Lord 
I will deſtroy them. They compaſſed me 
about; they compaſſed me about like bees, 
they are quenched as the ſire of thorns; for 
in the name of the Lord I will deſtroy them. 
Thou haſt thruſt ſore at me, that I might 
fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is 
my ſtrength and ſong, and is become my 
e 1 ſalvation.“ 
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falvation.” Thus was he delivered from the 
hands of his enemies, and he gives the glory 
to God—to that God upon whom, he tells 
us, in a verſe preceeding, he had called in his 
diſtreſs; and he is defirous that he ſhould be 
praiſed. © God is the Lord, ſays he in our 
text, which hath ſhewed us light; bind the 
 facrifice with cords, even unto the horns of 
the altar”; i. c. As the omnipotent Lord 
God hath appeared for us in our days of 
darkneſs—in our times of trouble, diſtreſs 
and danger, and hath cauſed light to ſhine 
upon us—hath made a way for our eſcape, 
and hath granted us falvation, let us be grate- 
ful to him—let us ſhew our gratitude by 
offering him facrifices of thankſgiving—let 
us bring our victims, for this purpoſe, to the 
altar, and there keep them bound, ready to 
be offered to God, to ſhew our gratefulneſs 
and the joy of our hearts. Such was the 
exhortation of David to the people of Iſrael, 
when God had ſhewed peculiar favors to him 
and them; and, in ſimilar circumſtances, . 
a people, at this day, ſhould conſider the 
exhortation as directed to them. And in 
treating upon this text we ſhall ſhew, that 
when God has remarkably interpoſed for a 
people in their days of darkneſs or calamity, 
and granted them light, or ſignal deliverances 
and favors, they ought to offer to Him 3 


tribute of thankſgiving and praiſe. 
TY God 
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God is the Lord, ſays David, which hatk 
ſhewed us light. This implies that he and 
his people had been in darkneſs. And here 
we may obſerve, that darkneſs and light are 
frequently uſed in a metaphorical ſenſe, in 
the holy Scriptures. Darkneſs is put for 
trouble, perplexity and calamity. * Thus Joel 
ſpeaking concerning the- famine and other 
judgments under which the Iſraelites labored, 
calls the ſeaſon, © A day of darkneſs and of 
gloomineſs, a day of clouds and of thick dark- 
neſs.” And Zephaniah propheſying of the 
judgments of God, which were coming upon 
Judah, ſays concerning the time when they 
ſhould fall upon them, © That day is a day of 
wrath, a day of trouble and diſtreſs, a day of 
waſteneſs and. deſolation, a day of. darkneſs 
and gloomineſs, a day of clouds and thick 
darkneſs.” Theſe and many other paſlages 
make it evident that darkneſs is ſometimes 
| uſed in the Holy Scriptures metaphorically 
for trouble and calamity ; and it is with pro- 
priety thus uſed. In days of public calamity 
how diſtreſſing is ſometimes the proſpect? 
Which way ſoever we look, trouble and 
melancholy appear, and gloom is apt to ſeize 
upon and overwhelm the mind as darkneſs 
in the night involves the body. ' 
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We find light in the Holy Oracles ſpoken 
of in an oppolite ſenſe. It is put for proſ- 
perity and ſerenity of mind, or joy. And 
when God is mentioned as interpoling for his 
people and removing their troubles and calami- 
ties, he is ſaid to give them light, and they 
are ſpoken: of as enjoying light. I hus, when 
God made a way for the Jews to be delivered 


. from the wicked devices of Haman, and to be 
ſaved from that deſtruction, in which their 


enemies were ready to involve them, it js ſaid 
that they had light and gladneſs and joy. 
Many ſuch days had the children of Iſrael, 


while they continucd to be a nation. After 
they had been involved in darkneſs they ſaw 


light; they had their troubles removed; and 
from adverſity, through the goodneſs and 
mercy of God, they emerged to proſperity. 


2 If we read their hiſtory with any attention, 
we ſhall find that they had many dark days. 


Their troubles and calamities were ſometimes 
exceeding great; and they ſeemed to be threat- 


ned with deſtruction. The greateſt ſcourges 
they had were generally their enemies, who, 
when they revolted from God were perinitted 
ro make war upon them, and oftentimes to 
reduce them to abje& circumſtances and great 
diſtreſſes. Theſe were to them ſeaſons of 
great gloom and darkneſs, and they CO 
w 
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knew not which way to'turn. But when 
they repented, God interpoſed for them and 
granted them deliverance, whereby the clouds 
were diſperſed and light ſhone upon them. 
And in whatever way they had light after 


their darkneſs it was God who was the 
Author of it. | 


David openly acknowleges God to be the 
Author of the deliverance that he and his 
people had, from the hand of their enemies, 
as celebrated in the Pſalm from which we 
have taken our text. Like a man of true wiſ- 
dom, he perceived the divine government 
he ſaw the providence of God concerned in 
the important events that took place in his 
affairs; and as became a man of ſincere piety, 
he freely ſpake of it and gave glory to the 
Ruler of the world; and all who think with 
propricty and are men of real religion will 
join with David, and will allow, that God's 
hand ought to be acknowleged, in all great 
and happy events which concern them. 


We have enough to convince us, that God 
is the Governor of the Univerſe, and doth 
his pleaſure in the armies of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. He 
hath almighty power, infinite wiſdom, the 
ſtricteſt juſtice, and unbounded goodneſs; he 
is therefore able to rule in the beſt manner. 

B Were 
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Were we 'to argue only from what reaſon 
ſhould dictate to us concerning ſuch a Being, 
we mult be convinced that he would rule in 
the belt manner, if he ſhould undertake the 
government of the world; and the ſame rea- 
ſon would diate to us, that ſech a Being 
would not leave it without government : 

None could be equal to the undertaking but 
a Being of infinite per fections. God there- 
fore muſt dire& in all or the whole would run 


to confuſion, 


God's providence and government arc treat- 


ed of in the plaineſt manner, in the Sacred 


Oracles. By them we are informed that He 
hath ſet up his empire among the children of 
men, and that He diſpoſes of all things 
concerning them, as he pleaſes. He is re- 
preſented as directing the concerns both of 
individuals and communities or nations. He 


orders what reſpects the outward circum- 


ſtances of each one of us; and as to what 
concerns nations, He ſpeaks to build and to 
plant them—and He ſpeaks to pluck up, and 
to pull down and to deſtroy. 


There are proofs, innumerable proofs of 


à ſuperintendency over the affairs of men, 


which they cannot but be ſenſible of, if they 


open their eyes and reflect in the leaſt, Such 


tags muſt ariſe to view as muſt fully convince 
every 
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every unprejudiced mind of a providence. 
Oftentimes are events entirely contrary to 
human plans, and even to the moſt ſanguine 
expectations. Men fail, when they appear 
to be upon the eve of carrying their purpoſes 
into execution, and their expectations periſh. 
Sometimes men are as unexpectedly ſucceſsful 
in theit undertakings. They have been driven 
to attempt things, in which human proba- 
bility has been entirely againſt them, and yet 
they have carried their attempts into execution. 
Thus are men taught, that there is a Power 
above who orders and directs in all the affairs 
of the children of men. This has ſo often 
been the caſe with reſpect both to individuals 
and communities that he muſt be obſtinately 
blind who does not fee it. 


God ſometimes fulfils the defires of the 
children of men, without any human inſtru- 
mentality. Thus, by a ſeries of miracles 
wrought in Egypt, he cauſed the king of 
Egypt to let the children of Iſrael go out of 
his land, where they had for a long time 
been groaning under the moſt cruel bondage. 
And by working a miracle, he parted the 
red ſea, when the king of Egypt with a large 
army purſued the Iſraelites ; and after the 
Iſraelites had marched through | and eſcaped, 
he cauſed the ſea to return upon the Egyp- 


tians, who followed them, whereby they _ 
| a 


* 


( 1B ) 


all drowned ; and thus was a moſt wonderful 
and memorable deliverance wrought for his 
people. In a like miraculous manner, God 
granted deliverance to the Samaritans, after 
they had been for a long time beſieged by 
the army of Benhadad king of Syria, and had 
endured the rigors of famine. The facred 
hiſtorian tells us, 2 Kings viith chapter, thar, 
The Lord made the hoſt. of the Syrians to 
hear a noiſe of chzriots, aud a noiſe of horſes, 
even the noiſe of a great hoſt , and they ſaid 
one to another, Lo, the king of Iſrael hath 
hired againſt us the kings of the Hittites and 
the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 
Wherefore they aroſc and fied in the twilight, 
and left their tents and their horſes, and their 
. alles, even the camp as it was, and fled for 
their life. As remarkable a deliverance God 
gave Hezckiah from the army of dennacherib 
king of Aſſyria. He had greatly diſtreſſed 
the. land of Judea, and by his army and 
threatenings' had thrown Hezekiah and the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem into much conſter- 
nation. He boalted what he would do te 
the kingdom of Hezekiah, and ſpake blaſphe- 
mous words againſt the God of heaven. But 
the Almighty ſoon blaſted his purpoſes. His 
angel went out, and in one night ſmote in 
the camp of the Aſſyrians, an hundred four- 
ſcore and ſive thonſand men; and Senna- 
cherib, without en any 1 farther, 
returned 
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returned to his own land. This memorable 
account we find in 2 Kings xix, and in Iſaiah 
xxxviii. Theſe are a few inſtances of many 
that might be produced from ſacred Writ, - 
where God, in the moſt remarkable manner, 
interpoſed and granted falvation to his people, 
without human means; ſo that the glory could 
not but be entirely aſcribed to him. 


But the hand of God does not always 
appear ſo immediate and conſpicuous, in thoſe 
great and happy events which a people ſome- 
times experiences; yet his providence may be 
ſeen in them; and though human means may 
have been made uſe of, the finger of God may 
ſtill evidently appear in bringing about what 
takes place. A number of inſtances favoring 
this poſition, may be found in the ſacred pages, 
reſpecting the children of Iſrael, which there 
is not time to mention, but which thoſe con- 
verſant with their bibles may eaſily advert to. 


There never has been a nation for whom 
God has fo miraculouſly interpoſed, in their 
days of darkneſs, as he often did for the 
children of Iſtael; and ſcarcely ever is his 
providence marked with fuch very ſignal 
footſteps. Yet divine interpoſitions for other 
nations have ſometimes been ſo evident, that 
he muſt have been wilfully perverſe who has 
not owned them. They have ſometimes 

R appeared 
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appeared to be upon the brink of ruin; every 
thing has ſeemed to be faſt tending to their 
overthrow; they have been ſo envelloped in 
darkneſs, that almoſt every mind has been 
filled with gloom, and has preſaged the ſad- 
deſt events: But a ſeries of proſperous cir- 
cumſtances have ere long taken place ; every 
undcertakiag has been ſmiled upon; ways and 
means have unexpectedly been Found for them 
to reinſtate their affairs, and a train of ſucceſſes 
has attended all their operations. Every thing 
has turned out ſo contrary to human appea- 
rances and expectations, that none but an 
atheiſtical mind could reſiſt the evidences ap- 
pearing for the interpoſals of a divine provi- 
dence. Even Heathens have remarked ſuch 
interpoſals, and have highly celebrated them; 
and ſurely it would be a diſgrace to thoſe, 
who are favored with the knowledge of the 
true religion, when they ſee ſuch remarkable 
events taking place, or which have taken place, 
not to acknowlege the hand of Him who 
rules in heaven and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, and who orders things as it beſt 
pleaſes Him. And they who are intereſted 
in events, which have been graciouſly over- 
ruled to their advantage and happineſs, would 
conduct entirely unworthy the benefits they 
have received, ſhould they not acknowlege 
that they are indebted to the providence of 
God for them. A humble ſenſe of their 
44 dependence 
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dependence upon Him ought to poſſeſs their 
minds, as well when they have received favors, 
as when they are in want of them. And it 
is highly provoking to God, when men en- 
tirely arrogate that to themſelves, for Wa 
they have been indebted to his bleſſing an 
the ſucceſs which he has granted to their en- 
deavors, and they have reaſon to fear leſt he 
ſhould withdraw his favors. But they who 
have a ſenſe of their obligations to God, for 
the light and proſperity which they enjoy, 
and with etl hearts acknowlege it, may 
hope that he will be further merciful to them, 
and will grant them all needed ſalvation. 


Gratitude to God always becomes the chil- 
dren of men, who are continually receiving 
benefits from his hand; and it in a peculiar 
manner becomes them, when they have re- 
ceived any ſignal favors. This was the temper 
of David, as we find in our text. As the 
Lord had ſhewed him and his people light, 
he exhorts to bind the facrifice with cords 
unto the horns of the altar. He was ready 
to offer a tribute of praiſe to the God of his 
ſalvation himſelf, and to lead others to do 
the ſame. This is a conduct which all ought 
to purſue. ann 15 


God has been pleaſed to endue us with 
paſſions and affeRions, as well as reaſon 4 
* | | when 
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vhen we ſce particular actions or modes of 
conduct, we not only reaſan upon them, but 
we. Immedistely feel ourſelves imprefled with 
the idea of their propriety or impropriety. 

When we perceive a malignant temper in any 
one of our fellow creatures, and ſee him mani- 
feſting it by malevolent actions, not only docs 
our reaſon. tells us that his temper is evil and 
his actions wrong, but we immediately feel 
ourſelves impreſſed with the idea of his vile- 
neſs; and indignation ariſes in our breaſts 
againſt him. On the contrary, when we ſee 
one of our fellow creatures of diffuſive benc- 
voleiice, who ſhews the goodneſs of his heart 
by frequent acts of kindneſs and beneficence, 
and who delights to make all thoſe who are 
around him happy, our hearts mult be imme- 
diately imprefſed with a love of his character; 
unleſs we are devoid of the common feclings 
of the hnman heart; and if we have; been 
benefitted by him, we ſhall not only love his 
character, but, ſhall feel e e in 
our boſoms. 


Shall we feel his Aisdeled towards one of 
our fellow men, in whoſe character there is 
benevolence and goodneſs, and can e ſee 
remarkable manifeſtations of the goodneſs of 
God towards us, and not have our hearts 


deeply impreſſed with gratitude and thank- 
Fulneſs 10 Him! None can poſſibly. beſtow 


upon. 
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upon bs fuch favors asGod, but all muſt in acts 
of goodneſs fall infinitely ſhort of him; and 
ſhall any feel more grateful to a fellow creature, 
who beſtows a few favors, than to that infi- 
nitely good Being, who loads us with benefits, 
and to whom we are obliged for diſpoſing 
others to do us good? Did men but ſeriouſ- 
ly conſider from whence all their mercies 
flow—that it is God to whom they are in- 
debted for the bleſſings they enjoy, they 
could not but feel highly grateful to him. 
A grateful mind muſt always be acceptable to 
God ; all therefore ſhould be ſolicitous that 
their mind be thus diſpoſed; and if they arc 
truly grateful to him they cannot -but be 
ready to offer him a tribute of praiſe, and to 
conduct in ſuch a manner as to glorify him. 


To live as God requires is the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial. praiſe that men can pay him. This 
ſhews that they have a proper ſenſe of their 
obligations to him, and are ſtudious to glorify 
him: All therefore ſhould endeavour ſo to 
order their whole converſation and conduct, 
that a tribute of praiſe may be daily aſcending 
from them, and they may lead a life of 
thankſgiving. But particular exerciſes of 
praiſe and thankſgiving are a mean of promot- 
ing ſuch a character in ourſelves and others. 
They have a tendency to excite ſentiments of 
love and gratitude to God, and to lead men 
to ſtudy what His will is, that they may 

conform thereto. 25 re 
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David in our text, ſenſible of his obliga- 
tions to God ſpeaks of offering him ſacrifices. 
There were ſacrifices of thankſgiving appoint- 
ed under the Moſaic diſpenſation. Theſe 
we read of in Leviticus vii. The Iſraelites 
were directed to offer ſacrifices of thankſgiving 
to teſtiſy their gratitude for the favors they 
received from God ; and if theſe facrifices 
were attended with grateful hearts, they 
were acceptable to him. 


Jewiſh ſacrifices, we all know, have long 
ſince ceaſed, but there are ways in which 
Chriſtians may offer to Gad ſacrifices of 
thankſgiving. They may have days appoint- 
ed to meet together at the houſe of God, 
to attend to diſcourſes of his goodneſs and 
mercy, to ſing his praiſes, and to offer their 
thankful acknowlegements for his favors, 

before the throne of his grqe. And if they 
thus meet together, with Mkarts deeply im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of divipe benefits, and 
ſincerely join in theſe acts of worſhip, they 
glorify God and are accepted by him,— 
They alſo offer him the facrifice of thank(- 
giving, while they temperately partake of the 
bounties of his providence, and at the ſame 
time have their affections engaged to him 
ſor his bleſſings. And they who are in 
circumſtances of eaſe or affluence may offer 
to God the ſacrifice of thankſgiving, by 

4 Ct imitating ' 


( 


imitating him in his bounty, and beſtowing 


fa vors, with a true ſpirit of charity, upon thoſe 


who are in circumſtances of indigence. 


But omitting what might be further offered 
upon this head, I ſhall now proceed to the 


Improvement. 


FRou what wi have heard, let us all be 
excited to keep in our .minds a realizing 
ſenſe of the providence of God, as conti- 


nually directing human affairs. - And at a 


time when there are any great and ſignal 
benefits, in which we with others are con- 
cerned, let us ſhew that we are properly 
impreſſed with a conſideration of our being 


indebted to Gods 


It becomes us to acknowlege a divine 


providence, when we are partakers of pecu- 
liar favors ; for however the bleſſings we 


enjoy may appear to have been in any mea- 


ſure procured by ourſelves, or by any of 
our fellow men, we or they are but ſecond 


cauſes. God is the firſt cauſe, and without 


him nothing can be brought to paſs. In 
all ſignal bleſſings, therefore, let us gratefully 
acknowlege him, and we may hope at all times 
to have his favorable regards, and thoſe mercies 


chat we farther ſtand in need of. And, 
e Under 
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Under great and happy events in which it 
becomes us to rejoice, let us endeavor that 


our joy may be under proper regulations. 


We ſhould enjoy with chearfulneſs the 
proſperity that God is pleaſed to allot to us; 
and when we meet with peculiar deliverances 
and favors, eſpecially. of a public nature, in 
which not only we, but multitudes of our 
fellow men are concerned, we may be par- 
ticularly joyous; only we ſhould guard againſt 
every thing that would not become us as 
men and as Chriſtians. And we ſhould in 
2 particular manner be glad in the Lord, 
who is our divine Benefactor. Let us with 
fincerity pay our tribute of thankſgiving tg 
him, and make our gtatitude known by 
ſtriving to live as wgll as ſpeak his praiſes— 
joining the ſacrifice of a pious and god!y 
condu& to the offerings of our tongues. 


Let us now conſider what has been offer- 
ed, as it reſpects the occaſion of our being 


together at this time. 


We are called together by our Rulers, this 


day, to celebrate the loving kindneſs of God as 


it appears in thoſe-great things which he hath 

done for us. And in order that our grati- 

tude may abound, in thoſe happy citcum- 

ſtances in which we now find ourſelves, let 

us take 2 retroſpettive view of the ſtate of 
| as | our 
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eur affairs, in this land, for ſome years paſt. 
We ſhall indeed be able but juſt to glance 
upon many things ; but we ſhall ſee ſufficient 
to fill our minds with adoring thoughts of the 


great Governor of the world, and the higheſt 
gratitude to him for his unſpeakable benefits, 


We have had days of darkneſs as well as 
ſeaſons of light, How gloomy - was our 
ſituation, for ſcvera! years before the late war, 
when Great Britain was cndeavoring to lay 
upon us burdens difficult ta be borne, and 
which, it we had ſubmitted to them, would 
have ſunk us to a very! abject ſtate. We had 
to contend with artful men, and thoſe bent 
upon carrying their purpoſes, at all events. 
But io the midſt of theſe glooms God gave us 
ſome light. He early raiſed up thoſe among 
us, who had wiſdom to detect the plots of 
thele men, and firmneſs to oppoſe their mea- 
ſures, ſo that we did not fall that eaſy prey to 
them, w:tich they had expected. They took 
one method after another, to put the ſhackles 
vpon the inhabitants of this land; ſometimes 
by artful, at other times by violent meaſures ; 
but there were always found thoſe among us, 
who could traverſe their deſigns ; and through 
the bleſſing of God, upon the exertions of 
our worthy and ſteady Patriots, the enemies 
of our Zion were never able to carry theſe 
their deſtructive plans into execution. = 


How 
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How dark was the proſpect, when the port 
of this Metropolis was ſhut up by a cruel act 
of the Britiſh Legiſlature, as a puniſhment for 
oppoſing their unjuſt meaſures ? Soon after 


which, the Government of the Province was 


eſſentially altered, and made a King's Govern- 
ment, that the people might be brought to 
humiliating ſubmiſſion; and to reduce them 
the ſooner to this, a military Governor, with a 
conſiderable military force, was placed among 
us. Gloom fat upon the countenances of all 
but a few, and we trembled for the event of 
theſe things. But though we were perplexed, 
we were not in deſpair—though we were per- 
ſecuted, we were not forſaken.” Many who 
had appeared Patriots, continued firm in their 
country's cauſe ; and God granted a_remarka- 
ble union of the inhabitants of this land. 
This Metropolis found friends, through the 
Continent, to help her under her diſtreſſes— 


this Province found others diſpoſed to make 


ker cauſe a common one ; and by their united 


counſels they made a glorious ſtand againſt 
the hand of oppreſſion. Thus did light break 


forth from darkneſs. Our enemies, who had 


thought by rigorous methods to intimidate us, 
were chagrined at finding ſo determined a 
ſpirit of oppoſition to their ſchemes, and they 
were plunged into difficulties which they 
knew not how to ſurmount. ” 

| But 


— 
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But the moſt trying ſcenes were ſtill te 
come. On the memorable 19th of April 
1775, hoſtilities began, bloodſhed commenced, 
which led on to that train of events, which 
have aſtoniſhed the world. But how dark 
was the aſpe& when war had thus commenced 
between Great Britain and the inhabitants of 
her then Colonies ! In this Province the war 
began ; and we could not tell how far we 
ſhould be aided and ſupported by our ſiſter 
Colonies, in this laſt appeal to heaven. But 
God, who has the hearts of all men in his 
hand, ſurprizingly inclined them to aid us; 


and the determination became general, to 


withſtand the hand of oppreſſion, to the laſt 
extremity. Thoſe in this Province, who with 
ſo much patriotiſm and bravery turned out to 
repel the enemy, at the commencement of 
hoſtilities, were ſoon joined by their brethren, 
from other parts, ſo that it was not long before 
we had a large army collected, and a General 
at the head of it, in whom entire confidence 
was placed; and thus heaven appeared to ſmile 
upon us in the midſt of our diſtreſſes. And 
we had this further happineſs, that the Coun- 
cil of the United colonies harmonized in 
their meaſures, and ſtrenuouſly purſued thoſe 
plans, which, they judged, would beſt con- 
duce to ſecure the liberty and felicity of the 
people. But although we had thus ſome 
| : light, 


(24 ) | 
light, yet there were dark clouds which could 
not but give us uneaſineſs. Our army was 
for a good while in a very fluctuating ſtate. 
At the ſame time, they were almoſt deſtitute 


of every thing neceſſary to carry on a war, 


while our enemies were well furniſhed. Yet, 
God ere long gave us ſome ſignal advantages 
againſt them, particularly in the ever memora- 
ble battle of Bunker-Hill, enabled us to cit- 
cumſcribe them within very narrow bounds, 
and prevent them from ravaging the country. 
And after they had been in poſſeſſſon of our 
Capital, for ſome months, He was remark- 
ably with us, in driving them from the 
important poſt. And how wonderful were 
the ſmiles of providence upon us, in pro- 
euring thoſe military articles we ſtood in 
need of ! All the efforts of our enemies ts 


prevent our ſupply proved abortive. When 


we were in the greateſt ſtraits, ſome of the 
enemy's veſſels laden with military ſtores and 
clothing, fell into our hands—we ſoon be- 
came able to manufacture military ſtores for 
ourſelves, in large quantities—foreign ports 
were opened to us, and freely ſupplied us 
with whatever we ſtood in need of; ſo that 
all the endeavors of our enemies to force us 
into a compliance with their unjuſt meaſures, 
by putting itout of our power to oppoſe them, 


7 * 


entitely fruſtrated. 


In 


for want of arms and military ſtores, were 


E 


In the ſummer of 1776, fo latge was the 
Britiſh force, both by ſea and land, at-New 
York, that, human probability was, that they 
would carry all before them. Yet, the Fathers 
of ovr country, our intrepid Patriots did not 
deſpair of our affairs; and when they found 
that all addreſſes to the throne for juſtice were 
unavailing, and there appeared the moſt deter- 
mined ſpizit to oppreſs this people, deprive 
them of their, invaluable liverties and brin 

them to abject ſubmiſſion, they nobly dae 
as it were in the face of the 54 Acct and 
armies, to aſſert their freedom, declare their 
independence on that power which was thus 
injuriouſly treating them, and to rank them- 
ſelves among the diſtinct nations of the earth. 
This ſtep the people at large had preyiouſly 
authorized the great Council of the States to 
take, if they ſhould think it expedient; and 
they have never had reaſon to repent that it 
was taken. Such a meaſure, taken under 
ſuch circumſtances, muſt immortalize the me- 
mory of the then inhabitants. of this country, 
and particularly, of that band. of intrepid 
patriots, who propoſed the meaſure and openly 
publiſhed it to the world, under the, fignature 
of that diſtinguiſhed Patron of liberty, & who. 
has ever ſtood forth to aſſert it's glorious 
caulc, even in times of the greatelt hazard. 


His Excellency JOHN HANCOCK. ESG 


„ 


| | | After this memorable tranſaction, in the 
courſe of the ſummer, the enemy gained 


many advantages over us; and in the autumn 
our affairs wore an extremely dark aſpect. 
Our army was reduced to an handful of men, 


compared with that of our enemy. But our 


Commander in Chief, who has ever ſhone 
with peculiar Juſtre in circumſtances of diffi- 


culty, through' the bleſſing of providence upon 


his arms in the winter, revived the drooping 
ſpirits of his countrymen. His ſplendid and 
ſucceſsful actions at Trenton and Princeton 
gave a new turn to our affairs; and large 
recruits ſoon joined our little army. Our 
enemies were diſappointed in their expecta- 
tions, and greatly chagrined ; and we had light 
and joy, after great darkneſs and perplexity. 


During the courſe of the war, God remarka- 
bly prevented the ruin of our cauſe by Britifty 
gold, when employed for thaÞ purpoſe. A 
remarkable inſtance of his kindneſs we had in 
the detection of Arnold, one of our Major 
Generals, in his ungrateful, vile and treacherous 
deſigns and plots. Had he ſucceeded in theſe 
deſigns, ſuch a blow would have been given 
to our affairs, as we ſhould have ſeverely felt; 
and the conſequences might have bcen fatal to 
our cauſe, But the Lord diſappointed him.— 
While we view, with the utmoſt contempt, 
deteſtation and abhortence the abandoned 

354 | traitor, 
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traitor, purchaſed with the enemy's gold, let 
us conſider, with the greateſt gratitude, the 
footſteps of the providence of our gracious and 
divine Benefactor, by which his atrocious plots 
were brought to light and fruſtrated, when. 
they were upon the point of being executed ; 
and to him be the glory of all ! 


The military events, after the laſt mentioned 
actions of Trenton and Princeton, were vari- 
ous ; and to give a minute detail would now 
be tedious and improper. Our defenſive and 
offenſive actions were ſometimes ſignal. Wit- 
neſs Red-Bank, Stony-Point, Monmouth; and 
| ſeveral other places. But the ſucceſſes that 

attended our arms, in two inſtances, were ſo 
important in themſelves and ſo momentous 
in their conſequences, that I cannot forbear 
briefly deſcribing them. | 


The firſt inſtance I refer to, is the capture 
of General Burgoyne and his army, at Sara- 
toga, by General Gates and his forces. f 
How gloomy was the proſpect, ſome time 
before that event? When our. forces were 
abandoning their ſtrong holds, and leaving all 
to the enemy. The enemy, at the fame 
time purſuing, and ſlaying and taking priſoners 
many of our ſoldiers —— Numbers of towns, 


- 
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cool and intrepid Ganaear, Lincora. 
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in the northern department, lying open to the. 
ravages of the Britiſh troops and to the cruel 
depredations of the ſavages ——Multitudes 
fleeing from their habitations and leaving their 
ſubſtance, to eſcape the ſons of violence ; and 
ſcarcely knowing where to retire———The 
enemy fluſhed with ſucceſs, penctrating into 
the country, and threatening to over-run that 
quarter like an overflowing flood! At that 
time we were, ready to think that all theſe 
things were againſt us; and we trembled for 
the event. But it was not long before we 
ſaw that God meant all for go . Many of 
our, militia were inſpired to take the field, in 
their country's cauſe. We ſoon met with 
great {acceſs at Bennington, againſt a large 
diviſion of the enemy ; after which, they loſt 
ground in every quarter. Their main body 
was prevented itom advancing, by our army, 
which. daily -augmented, by great numbers, 
who voluntarily took the field. Large divi- 
ſions. of the enemy's army were attacked and 
repulſed ;- and the whole, ſoon after, fell into 
the hands of our brave General and his troops. 
Es , \ 
When the news of this capture reached 
Europe, it filled the minds of our enemies with 
diſmay ; and it happily made way for our 
alliance with the French nation, from which 
we haye reccived the moſt important advan- 


tages. From that period, the inhabitants of 


theſe 


CW 


theſe United States have appeared to the 
nations of Europe of wü higher conſe- 

quence than before, and their cauſe of far 
greatir moment. And the example of France 
induced others, particularly the United Pro- 
vinces in the Netherlands, to favor our ſtrug- 


gles for ſecuring our independence. 


The other memorable inſtance of ſucceſs 
was at York Town in the autumn of 1781. 
Several of the firſt months of that year afforded 
us very, unfavorable proſpects. When the 
ſpring opened, we had but a ſmall army in the 
field, and our enemies were making great pro- 
grefs in the ſouthern States. At the time that 
General Green was appointed for, and ſent 
to that department, he had almoſt every diffi- 
culty to contend with. When he began his 
campaign he had but a very ſmall army. But 
by his merit and enterprizing ſpirit he ſoon 
collected a confiderable” force, and engaged 
Earl Cornwallis, the enemy's commander in 
chief in that quarter. The conteſt was obſti- 
nate, 5 our forces were inferior 
in numbers ; and although the enemy kept 
the ground, yet they ſuffered ſo fevetely and 
were in fuch circumſtances, that they were 
ſoon obliged to leave it to our army, which 
was in the neighborhood, and was ready to 
meet them again, in a few days after the battle. 


Our 


from the Cheaſapeak by the French, and un- 


E 


Our General and army marched to South 
Carolina, while the enemy proceeded to Vir- 
ginia, with a full expectation of adding that 


State to their ſouthern conqueſts, hie they 


thought ſecure to them. But their expecta- 


tions were eventually diſappointed, in every 
quarter. Our arms, by the ſmiles of a kind 


providence, were crowned with the moſt hap- 
py ſucceſs in the Carolinas, and one important 
par after another - fell into the hands of our 
brave General and army. 5 


When Earl Cornwallis had arrived in Vir- 
ginia, he found there the brave Marquis la 
Fayette to oppoſe him, but with ſo ſmall a 
force, that he was able to make but little head 
againſt him. The Britiſh General, therefore, 


greatly diſtreſſed the people of that State, and 


the proſpet for a time, was in that quarter, 


| very unfavorable to us. But after a while 


the proſpect brightened. Our illuſtrious and 


generous Ally the King of France, who had, 


the year before, ſent us a conſiderable fleet 
and army, did, on this emergency, furniſh 
theſe States with a powerful armament, to co- 
operate with us againſt the Britiſh forces. 
And what was the event? The united arms 
of America and France, by the bleſſing of 


heaven ſucceeded according to our wiſhes. 


The Britiſh fleet ſeverely ſhattered, and driven 


able 


C2 


able to relieve their General, returned to pot 
with diſappointment and loſs. Our illuſtrious 

General and Commander in Chief, with the 
allied army, approached the enemy, who were 
ſtrongly fortified, I but with ſuch vigor and 
reſolution was the ſiege proſecuted, that the 
Earl was ſoon reduced to the neceſſity of capi- 
tulating, and ſubmitted to ſuch terms as were 
impoſed terms, indeed, leſs humiliating and 
ſevere than he, who had conſtantly marked 
his footſteps with devaſtation and cruelty, 
had any right to expect; but not too lenient 
for the noble and generous mind of a Waſh- 
ington to give—a mind, which has ever com- 
paſſionated the unfortunate, though by their 
conduct they have. oftentimes been unde- 
ſerving of pity. of 


This glorious event was the finiſhing ſtroke 
to the offenſive war of the Britons in America. 
Our enemies were convinced, that to proſecute 
bhe war any farther would be but to plange 
themſelves into greater diſgrace and wretched- 
nels. Through the year 1782, therefore, 
there were no military ations among us, 
worth notice ; and negociations for peace 

Ol WR ok were 


+ The Counts De Grasss and Rochau entered 

with zeal and the greateſt friendſhip ipto every meaſure of 

 Gexzrar, WasHinoToON, and indeed the moſt diſtin- 

Zuiſhed harmony prevailed between the Americans and 

© the French, who, to their immortal honor, in all their 
military operations united together as brethren, 


"he 
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were more thought of than preparations for 
war. And happily, in the beginning of the 
eſent year, peace was ſettled, 9 and the 
independence of theſe United States was 
acknowleged by Great Britain ; and our Fleni- 
25 entiaries gained, by the treaty, every thing 
us that our moſt ſanguine expectations 
could promiſe us. Such a great and impor- 
tant revolution in the cauſe of freedom, and 
compleated in ſo few years, is not tobe found 
recorded in hiſtory; and it muſt ever appear 
a dent as aſtoniſhing as it is important. 


5 þ have briefly "related then things, my 
hearers, not to inform of any thing new, but 
10 ſtir up the mind by way of remembrance, 
and to bring many important things into one 
point of view, that we may the better ſee the 
divine footſteps, and be led to adore that God, 
who has ſafely conducted us through the 
difficulties we have had to ſuſtain, has given 

us a name and rank among the Wion⸗ of the 
earth, and nr eſtabliſhed our freedom. 
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8 haw pleaſing i is ; thy name, how 
Ee to thoſe who have ſo long been ſtrug- 
ging | in thy cauſe! The inhabitants of the 

United 


zn. P.-E of peace, ge. beraeen Great Britais 
aud America were ſigned November 30, 1782, but were 
TY not tobe of force, till the ſigning of preliminaries between 
Great Britain, and France and Spain, which did * take 


place till January 20,1783 
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United States, who not long ſince, were inglo⸗ | 
riouſly dependent upon another power, have 
now the direction of their own affairs; and 
from that true ſpirit of liberty, which fo. 
eminently diſtinguiſhes them, we have every 
thing to hope. Methinks, I ſee the firmeſt 
and moſt diſtinguiſned Patriots, and the wiſeſt 
and moſt juſt Legiſlators, in long ſucceſſion, 
bleſſing the land. Under their patronage and 
encouragement, methinks I ſee agriculture 
carried to great perfection, by the wiſdom/and 
induſtry of this people, and trade and com- 
merce ſo extended and improved, as to be 
highly to the emolument of theſe States. Me- 
thinks I ſee ſcience flouriſhing, and improved 
to, the higheſt, degree, under the foſtering hand 
of liberty. Methinks I ſee virtueand-piety en- 
couraged by all ranks of men, and the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt having free courſe among 
us; and religious knowlege, and religious 
liberty, charity and catholiciſm/ eminently pre- 
vailing, and this land becoming in all reſpects, 
the glory and the joy of the whole earth. 
Methinks I ſee the intereſts of mankind eſſen- 
tially promoted, by our glorious and ſucceſsful 
ſtruggles, and the benign influences of out 
freedom extending far and vide. Bur 
whither am I carried in theſe pleaſing pre- 
ſages I forbear.— God grant, that ex- 
pectations ſo delightful to our minds ma 
- ever be blaſte li 
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Methinks, my hearers, we cannot take a 
review of the great and momentous events, 
- reſpeRing theſe States, which we have been 
_ conſidering, without ſeeing the interpolitions 
of a divine providence, in the moſt conſpicuous 
manner, in bringing us out of darkneſs into 
marvellous light; and I muſt think, we all 
ſay in our hearts, If it had not been the 
Lord, who was on our ſide, when men roſe 
. up againſt us: Then they had ſwallowed us 
up quick, when their wrath was kindled againſt 
us. Then the waters had overwhelmed us, 
the ſtream had gone over our ſoul. Then the 
proud waters had gone over our ſoul. Bleſſ- 
ed be the Lord, who hath not given us a prey 
to their teeth. Our ſoul is eſcaped, as a bird 
out of the ſnare of the fowler ; the ſnare is 
ene rand we are wren ot 


Great chanks are due to many, both i in the 
civil and military line, who have exerted them- 
ſelves to carry us happily through the war, in 
which we have been engaged in the ſupport of 
freedom, and to ſecure the independence of 
theſe States. But whatever obligations we are 
under to our Patriots, ſtill it is to God that 

we muſt give glory; and while we remember 

them with gratitude, as we ought always to do, 

let us principally be joy ſul in the rock of our 

falyation, and praiſe God for raiſing up of our 

fellow men to be ſuch extenſive bleſſings e 
| e 
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We mutually feel pleaſure, my brethren, 
under proſperous events, in which we are 
concerned; and we ought not to ſuppreſs our 
pleaſure, at ſuch times, but only give it a pro- 
per direction. Did we not feel pleaſure and 
joy when providence beſtowed peculiar favors 
upon us, or were we immediately to labor to 
Auppreſs every pleaſurable ſenſation, at ſuch a 
time, we ſhould want a great ſtimulus to 
gratitude to the hand from whence we receive 
the mercies we enjoy. To be joyful,” there- 
fore, under ſuch circumſtances, is not only 
allowable, but is alſo a duty; and not to be 
moved would be a greater proof of ſtupidi 
than of piety. | The wiſe man ſays, In a 
day of proſperity be joyfal;” and we are 
authorized to it, by examples of good men, 
recorded in the word of God. But While 
we give out ward demonſtrations of joy, let us 
take care that we do not run into levity and 
vanity, into extravagance, luxury and exceſs; 
but in all our expreſſions of joy, on this happy 
occaſion, let us conduct agreeably to the rules 
of reaſon and religion. Let us indulge tb 
nothing that would juſtle out of our minds 
a ſenſe of the obligations we are under to 
God]; but let us preſerve a grateful regard to 
the providence of that Being, from whom 
comes every good and perfect gift; and who 
is the Author of all the happineſs we enjoy 
er can expect. And let us ſtrive to 83 


A .. 


joy fo operate, that through the blefling of 
God it may promote in our ſouls a true love 
to Him, and a ſincere deſire to pleaſe and obey 
Him. Thus ſhould we all endeavor to im- 
prove the remarkable bleſſings God has be- 
ſtowed upon us, and ſo to rejoice in the Lord 
that we may be furthered in our way to that 
bleſſed world, were there is joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory. 5 4 n 

But as God's hand ought to be acknow- 
leged with gratitude and thankfulneſs, in all 
ſuch important events as we have been conſi- 
dering, ſo it ought alſo to be, in thoſe things 
in which it does not appear ſo conſpicuous to 
us, becauſe they are more common. When 
the inhabitants of a Community enjoy great 
health and plenty, they are indebted to God 
thereſor. In him we live move and have our 
being; and he upholds us from day to day. 
All diſeaſes are under his direction and con- 
troul. He can fend them upon us, or reſtrain 
them, as he pleaſes. The ſtate of the air may 
be ſalubrious or peſtilentious, adapted to pro- 
mote health or to impair it. There may be 
many other things. which may act as external 
cauſes, and may ſubſerve or deſtroy it. Bur 
ſtill, nothing can take place without the per- 
miſſion or direction of God, who is the health 
of our countenance. To him therefore be 
the praiſe and glory, for that health which the 

N TY inhabitants 


69 


inhabitants of this land have, for the year paſt, 
enjoyed; and may we all ſhew our gratitude 
to him, by improving our health in his ſervice: 


As God has favored us with remar 
health, ſo he has given us kindly ſeaſons, and 
has bleſſed us with great plenty, filling us with 
food and gladneſs. This his goodneſs de- 
mands our grateful acknowlegements ; and we 
ought to make it our great concern, to im- 
prove the bounties of his providence, in ſueh 
a manner, that we may thereby honor and 
glority him. May they who have ability be 
ready to ſhew their gratitude to God, by aſſiſt- 
ing the poor, and extending their bounty to 
thoſe who are objects of charity. The poor 
we have always with us; and they who have 
7 ſufficiency of this world's goods ſhould 
conſider themſelves God's Almoners, and 
ſhould be ready to expend ſomething to feed 
the hungry and clothe the naked, remembring 
what St. Paul has faid, © To do good and to 
communicate forget not, for with ſuch facri- 
tices God is well pleaſed.” 


We haye great reaſon of thankfulneſs that 
we have a good Government, - and that-our 
Rulersare ſuch, that under their adminiſtration 
we may lead quiet and peaceable lives. And 
God be praiſed, that ſince the laſt anniverſary, 
we have had fo ſew internal difficulties among 


us, and that there is ſo general a diſpoſition 
Above 


ta promote good order. 
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Above all things, my brethren, let us be 
thankful to God, that he hath continued to us 
the precious privileges of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let us ſtrive with the greateſt care, to 
improve theſe privileges aright, which will be 
the moſt ſubſtantial proof that we are truly 
grateful for them. 


God is calling upon you, my brethren, 
to conſider the importance of improving theſe 
privileges, by his preſent aflitive providence, 
in interrupting the public ſervices of your 
juſtly beloved and valued Paſtor, who has, 
for many years, labored among you in word 
and in doctrine. While that eminent ſervant 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be detained 
from this his ſanctuary, may you reflect how 
you have received and heard. May you 
confider how you have improved under his 
miniſtry. As far as it has had a due influence 
upon you, may you be grateful to God who 
has bleſſed it. IF it has not been improved 
by you as it ought to have been, may . you 
be humble and penitent, and reſolve, relying 
upon divine grace, that you will for the future 
be more attentive to the great and momentons 
truths of the goſpel. 


Notwithſtanding you are partakers of the 
public. joy, which is diffuſed through the 
land, yet it cannot but be damped, by what 
you feel as a religious Society, on _— 


* 


// OC ax rh. PEE 7 


5 0 38 


of che ſickneſs of your excellent Paſtor ; and 
in this regard it is with you a day of dark- 
neſs. I feel your concern—l heartily con- 
dole with you under this afflictive diſpenſa- 
tion of providence, and conſider myſelf as 
deeply intereſted. May a life ſo eminently 
uſeful and valuable be precious in the ſight 
of God. May He graciouſly reſtore him to 
health and to diffinguiſhed ſerviceableneſs 
among this people of his beloved charge— 
to the Univerſity of which he is ſo excellent 


and beneficial a Governor, and to the public, 


which he has greatly ſerved, and which would 
very ſenſibly feel his loſs. 


Bleſſed be God who is in any meaſure 


giving light and hope. May that goodneſs 


which is begun be perfeted.* May the 


| darkneſs ſoon be entirely diſpelled and perfect 


day appear. May your Paſtor be raiſed up, 
and be continued to be a burning and ſhining 


light in this golden candleſtick, as he has here- 
tofore been, and even to increaſe in luſtre; and 


may you for a long ſeaſon rejoice in his light. 


Finally, that we may all walk agreeably to 


the light of goſpel truth in this world, and 
that we may finally be received to the world 
of eternal light and glory above, may God 


of his infinite mercy grant, through JeſusChriſt 
our Lord. AMEN. a gi 


At the time this diſcourſe was delivered Dr. Coopers 


_ 4 


ſymptoms appeared more favorable than they had been. 


r 


A — 4 — 1 * 


= 
"= 
r , by 


WS 
\ 


4 
AC þ 
: J 1 * 
* 1 
"ay 
” 8 41 
Xp A * : N 
1 5 * f* 
: +. 
_ , - 
we 4 r iS 
uh x 
3 n 


— — * = 
— — 2 ne nn 
= * — 


